A WOMAN OF THE PHARISEES                         23

on saying that you alone can clarify his mind, that you alone are
sufficiently instructed to give him peace of mind. But please,
please, understand, Madame, that the situation is not as you think
it. ... You have only got to look at me to see that. Monsieur
Puybaraud is not the slave of mere physical desire. He says the
thought that he may one day have a son like your Louis makes him
almost sob with joy.**

"That I can quite realize,** responded my stepmother in gloomy
tones. "The Evil One always employs tricks and subterfuges when
he sets out to attack men of a frank and upright nature."

"Oh, Madame, surely you are not going to persuade him that
this is a trap set by the Evil One?"

Impulsively she seized the hand of my stepmother, who was
seated in her usual chair in front of a desk littered with circulars and
files.

"Unless he asks me, I shall say nothing at all to him, my child...*
If he does ask, I shall say only what I feel moved by the Holy Spirit
to say. But whatever that may be, I shall speak out fearlessly and
directly, as it has ever been my rule to do.**

Octavia clasped her hands and gazed at the expressionless face
with eyes that resembled those of a defenceless lamb.

"But surely there is nothing wrong in his wish to be a father?
His director doesn't think so. For years Monsieur Puybaraud has
fought against his feelings. May it not be that his failure to over-
come them is in itself a sign that he is called upon to follow this
particular vocation?"

My stepmother nodded her head:

"We should do wrong altogether to dismiss such an hypothesis,"
she remarked; "though It* is not God's way to set the feet of His
servants on the heights only to cast them down into the valleys. I
shall need more definite evidence before I can bring myself to be-
lieve that Heaven has asked of Monsieur Puybaraud such an
abandonment of his post, so dire a retreat, so sad a return to a
less austere way of life. Nothing should be allowed to shake our
faith."

"He says that he has been guilty of the sin of pride, that he has